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Sunday, January 3
Communion at Both Services
No Sunday School
9:00 am Traditional Worship
10:30 am Contemporary Worship

Sunday, January 10
9:00 am Traditional Worship
9:00&10:30 Sunday School
10:00 am Communion in the Chapel
10:30 am Contemporary Worship

Sunday, January 17
9:00 am Traditional Worship
9:00&10:30 Sunday School
10:00 am Communion in the Chapel
10:30 am Contemporary Worship
4:00 pm Game Night & Pizza

Sunday, January 24
9:00 am Traditional Worship
9:00&10:30 Sunday School
10:00 am Communion in the Chapel
10:30 am Contemporary Worship

Sunday, January 31
9:00 am Traditional Worship
9:00&10:30 Sunday School
10:00 am Communion in the Chapel
10:30 am Contemporary Worship
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Brotdhidetioms Tiderngo

P. T.'s (bery) Random Thoughts
s “Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will say, rejoice.”

A Stewardship Thought:
Giving proportionately — Are we giving our fair share?

We have all turned on the TV and seen those painful pictures of starving children
with bloated stomachs, and a the same time we hear Jesus say — the poor will al-
ways be with us. Can we just shrug those pictures away? Remember, an integral
part of worship is the act of giving. But then we are faced with the question, how
much should we give?

What is proportional giving?

1. We give in proportion to what we have received.

2. We deny worldly thinking, which would put ourselves first.

3. We emphasize working toward becoming one who tithes in their giving (10%).

The Giving Church by Kirk Nowery

Our Winter Bible Study:

We begin the week of January 12 and 14. Please come for one hour out of your
week. We will have the same lesson either Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. or noon on Thurs-
day. This Bible study will run for seven weeks.

Subject: The Apostle Paul and his letters

When: Tuesday or Thursday

Where: Fellowship Hall

Purpose: We want you to gain a better understanding of your Bible.

Everyone is welcome. Bring your Bible.

Epiphany Season:
On January 6 we begin Epiphany, the season of Light in the church calendar. The
magi followed the star until it stopped over the place where “the child” was born.

The month of January “feels” like it is the longest and darkest of our months be-
cause of our mid-winter blahs. Your pastoral staff will look at the theme of “Grace
upon Grace.” How does God’s light enter into our lives each and every day? We
faithfully hold to God’s promises despite the dark and cold world that we live in.
Please join us in worship.

Thank You:

A very special thank you from the Stoa home for all the Christmas greetings, cards
and gifts. Your generosity warms our hearts.

Bethlehem’s Mission Statement

Bethlehem Lutheran Church is a faith community that gathers to hear, teach and share the Gospel.



From the Associate Pastor

Greetings to each and every one of you from God our loving heavenly Father and our living Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. | hope
and pray that this newsletter finds all of you safe and warm as we continue our way through another North Dakota winter!

Usually, I tend to write my newsletter pieces based on some theological idea or around living as a Christian in our current time
and place. I have to say that I enjoy writing those types of articles. However, this month, the “geeky” side of me has decided that
I should probably give you an update on what has happened on the church’s web site and what could be happening in the future.

First of all, we have changed the church’s web site. When we built the web site the first time, we wanted to provide an online
presence that allowed the members of Bethlehem and others to receive basic information about our congregation. To do this, we
used a very basic template with basic information. As time went on, we decided we wanted to allow people to receive more infor-
mation about the church and also wanted to put the newsletter online. To do this, we needed to change the structure of the web
site and also needed to change some other technical settings. We have made those changes, and the new web site has been
launched at www.bethlehemlutheranfargo.org (same address, new look).

When you visit the web site, you will now see new information that was not available before. One new item that has been added
is a link to the church’s newsletter. When you click this link, you will be taken to the newsletter page that will have several hews-
letter issues listed. To look at a specific month, you will just need to click the month that you would like, and the Tidings for that
particular month will open up on your computer screen.

The other new piece that has been added to the church’s web site is a monthly calendar. This calendar has been built using a
Google application which is entirely free for the church. When you click the calendar link from the home page, you will be taken
to a monthly calendar. If there is an event that you are interested in attending, please click on that event. When you do so, another
box will open that will show when that event is taking place and where in the church that event is taking place.

These are both items that | was excited to add to the web site because they both provide more information about our congrega-
tion. They also allow us to communicate more effectively. In the coming months, the calendar will be updated more frequently.
In the meantime, if there is something that needs to be changed on the calendar, please contact the church office, and the appro-
priate changes will be made.

Along with the changes that have been made to the web site, there are also many things that have stayed the same. You can still
add your name to our e-mail list if you would like to be notified when the newest edition of the newsletter is posted, and you can
still contact many members of the staff by clicking on their e-mail addresses on the screen. You can also click on the Goodsearch
link and earn money for the church by searching the web!

I hope you enjoy these changes. If there is something else you would like to see added or other changes you would like to see
made, please feel free to contact me.

Thanks and God Bless,
Pastor Josh
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Library
New Books

A}
“92 Pacific Boulevard”

/)
!\/’ﬁ
by Debbie Macomber

Back to Cedar Cove and all the people who live and work there. Macomber is very good on
characters — she has some good ones in Cedar Cove. She knows how to weave a good story.
This is a series. She’s already working on the next book — 1022 Evergreen Place.

“Have a Little Faith”
by Mitch Albom

“A Wish for Christmas”
By Thomas Kinkade
Welcome back to Cape Light! All your old friends are there and a few new ones.

Lillian Warwick’s granddaughter, Sara, and her husband are moving out of the mansion to
accept jobs in Boston. That leaves elderly Lillian Warwick alone with no help. Lillian’s
daughters, Emily (mayor of Cape Light) and Jessica, “suggest” to Lillian that she move in
with one of them or hire live-in help. If you’ve met Lillian (with the salty tongue), you can
imagine what Lillian thinks of those “suggestions.”

There’s lots going on in Cape Light. A good read. The dialogue is excellent!

“Spark Story Bible”
Stories are retold by Patti Thisted Arthur. This book is in the Children’s Section.

“Spark Bible NRSV”
This book is in the Youth Section. These bibles were donated by the Education Board. Thank
you!

“This Wonderful Life
by Eberhard A. Hering and Roger Prescott

The book was donated by Roger. Thank you, Roger.
Years ago Roger was pastor at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in Fargo. I met Roger at the

Fargo Nursing Home (now Rosewood on Broadway) when he came to visit his church mem-
bers who were residents there. Roger had a warm line which the residents enjoyed calling.

Lucille Konen, Library

Extra! Extra! Extral
Mark your calendars for Sunday, February 14, at 3:00 p.m.

It will be an afternoon of dessert and music featuring many of our talented Bethlehem mem-
bers. We are having a fundraiser for the Bell Choir for the purchase of hand bells. Some of
our featured musicians will be the Bell Choir, Youth and Senior Choirs, In His Name and
numerous ensemble and solo musicians.

The Fellowship Board will be helping with desserts for the afternoon. Come and bring your
sweetheart for a great afternoon of entertainment. The cost is a free will offering.

Service Group

The service group consists of
names who will be called to
provide food for funerals and
other special occasions.

Sometimes the names may be
on the list for more than one
month - that is because there
has not been a need to use the
group during the month. You
will not be called for a dona-
tion more than one time while
your name is on the list. The
alphabetical listing for the
month is:
BARTA —
COUGHLIN
Chairperson:
Loretta Olafson - 293-4881

Youth Warm Line

Did you know Bethlehem Lu-
theran now has two warm line
devotional messages? If you
call the warm line number, 235
-6548, you have a choice be-
tween listening to the adult
message or the youth message.
The adult and youth messages
are updated each day.

Quilting
Quilting will be held on Janu-
ary 6, 13, 20 and 27, from 9:00
a.m.-noon.

We are looking for new mem-
bers. Come and check us out!

Church Board Updates

Please check with your Board
Director for meeting dates and
times. Parish Planning Coun-
cil will not meet in January. A
Voters’ Assembly will be held
Tuesday, January 19, 7:00 p.m.
in Fellowship Hall..
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Game Night and Pizza

The Fellowship Board is sponsoring its annual Game Night on Sunday, January 17,
4:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Join in crazy whist or bring a game of your own to
share. The Fellowship Board will provide the pizza.

New Life Center

Thanks to all who contributed Christmas gifts to the New Life Center. You were
very generous and all gifts were appreciated. — New Life Center Auxiliary

Thank You

David Gray and Dennis Olson have been our Thrivent Financial congregational
coordinators. Thrivent Financial has chosen to end its Care in Congregations® pro-
gram effective December 31, 2009. Bethlehem Lutheran and Thrivent would like to
thank David and Dennis for their dedicated service to this program.

Good News!

Bethlehem received a check for $79.15 from Goodsearch.com! This means that the
members of this church did 7,800+ searches using Goodsearch. Let’s see if we can
get even more next year.

Painting Class Offered

Come join us for a day of fun. We will paint on Saturday, January 9, beginning at
9:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall Please bring a sack lunch. Coffee will be provided.
Call Gladys Brewer at 232-6592 to sign up or with any questions. An accurate
count of who is attending is needed so that there are enough canvases for everyone.

Communion Servers

A sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board by the church office for each month. Please
sign up if you would like to help serve Communion for a Sunday service. Thank
you to everyone who is willing to help in this capacity.

Blood Pressure Checks

will be given the first Sunday of every month in the Church Library, from 8:30 a.m.
- 10:30 a.m., except when a holiday weekend is involved.

UPCs & Box Tops for
Education for Oak Grove!
Thank you to everyone who brought labels for Oak Grove. They can only use the

UPCs and the colorful little boxtops for Education. The UPCs start with the num-
bers 51000 — 422 labels were collected for a total of 31,132.

Befriender Ministry

The BeFriender ministry program offers an opportunity for lay persons to visit with
members of the congregation who are in need of a listening presence in their lives.
The members are trained to be listeners and to keep confidentiality.

If you would like someone to visit or call you on the phone, please contact one of
the pastors of the church.

CIRCLES

Lois:
Tuesday, January 12, 9:30 a.m.
Hostess: LaVerne Schmitt,

1802 S 14 1/2 St, Fargo
Chairwoman: Marlys Oak - 364-0310
Naomi:

Monday, January 18, 9:30 a.m.
Hostess: Lorraine Sparke,

511 40th St SW, Apt. 114
Chairwoman: Arlene Johnson

232-9483

Sarah:
Will Not Meet in January.
Mary:
Thursday, January 28, 7:00 p.m. in the
Fireside Room.
Hostess: Suzy Sandsmark
Chairwoman: Barb Johnson - 237-9878
Elizabeth:
Tuesday, January 26, 7:00 p.m. in the
Fireside Room
Bible Study: Margaret Sandsmark
Hostess: Florence Mogck
Chairwoman: Marvis Landburg;

235-7183
Circle Bible Studies
Reminder
The Circle Bible studies, “* T o ¢
Bel oved: Paul ' s

ma n sre from The Lutheran Woman
Today Magazine. Renew your sub-
scription today if you have not done so.
To subscribe, call Augsburg Fortress, 1
-800-328-4648, or e-mail subscrip-
tions@augsburgfortress.org. Each
month an extra copy is put in the Li-
brary and in the Fireside Room. Please
return them when you are finished so
someone else can use them during the
month.

The cost is $12.00 for ten issues.

Individuals are welcome to attend any
circle group.

od’
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FROM THE CHURCH RECORDS

Memorials Received
Thank you to everyone who gave me-
morials to Bethlehem Lutheran Church.

Bulletins
In memory of Warren Wadeson, given
by Gloria Wadeson.
In memory of Marcie Jallo, given by
Art & Rosie Kolrud.
In memory of Roger Loe, given by
Latane Peterson.

Parking Lot
In memory of Dorothy Ochsner, given
by Don & Margaret Sandsmark, Erwin
& Jean Beilke.
In memory of Bernice Grundyson,
given by Adeline Hjelmstad.

Bells
In memory of Emil Johnson, given by
the Johnson family.

Roof Fund

In memory of Dorothy Ochsner, given
by Barb Johnson, Ray & Karen John-
son.

In memory of Frank Johnson, given
by Hank & Noreen Halvorson, Ray &
Karen Johnson.

In memory of Larry Smith, given by
Ray & Karen Johnson.

In memory of Beatrice Smith, given
by Ray & Karen Johnson.

In memory of Emil Johnson, given by
Eloise & Calvin Haglund.

In honor of Don & Margaret Sands-
mark, given by Eloise & Calvin
Haglund.

In honor of Bethlehem staff, given by
the BLCW.

In honor of Pastors Tim, Josh and
Sonja, given by Bjarne & Hazel Berg.

In memory of Bernice Grundyson,
given by Richard & Bunny Workin.

In memory of Cliff Asmus, given by
Ruth Asmus.

Debt Reduction
In memory of Dorothy Ochsner, given
by Richard & Bunny Workin.

Emergency Fund
In memory of Dorothy Ochsner, given
by Ross & Sonja Lougheed.

Heat for a Day

In memory of Bernice Grundy-

son, given by Shirley Johnson.
Library

In memory of Borghild
Langseth, given by Barbara

Langseth Simmons.

Change of Address

Don and Malisa Boe
524 15th St S
Fargo, ND 58103-2541

Derek Gorder
4830 174th Ave SE
Horace, ND 58047-9718

Carol Manthei
1709 25th Ave S Apt. 342
Fargo, ND 58103-5364

Ashley Otterson
1531 34th Ave S
Fargo, ND 58104-6125

Jeb and Maria Reinhiller
1265 37th Ave S
Moorhead, MN 56560-6146

Vicky Rogne
1801 34th St S Apt. D
Fargo, ND 58103-8806

Anthony and Sonya Thiry
3055 33rd St S Unit 3
Fargo, ND 58103-7884

Bulletins

If you would like to give bulletins in
honor or memory of someone on a par-
ticular Sunday, there is a sign-up calen-
dar on the bulletin board by the office.

Bulletin Slots Available

Open slots for January bulletins are
January 3, 17, and 31. Open slots for
children’s bulletins are January 3, 17
and 31. Open slots for February are
February 7 and 28. For children’s bul-
letins, February 7, 14 and 28 are open.

Burials
12-04-09—Dorothy Ochsner.

Communing the Baptized

All who are baptized are welcome to
participate in Holy Communion. Does
your child show interest in receiving
Communion?

Even if he/she is younger than 10 years
of age, they are welcome to participate
at the Lord’s Table. We offer early
Communion preparation for baptized
persons younger than 10 years of age
and their families. If you and your
child are interested in such a conversa-
tion, please contact Pastor Tim or Pas-
tor Josh. They would be happy to
schedule a time to speak with you!

BLC Loan Balances (as of 11/30/09)

Balance Mortgage |
Balance Mortgage |1
Borrowed from Savings

Sweep (Operating Loan) Balance

Total

306,197.60
48,082.96
15,000.00

100,000.00

469,280.56




Youth News!!!

i

Happy 20210! 1! 111 I hope that everyon:é
with joy and togetherness with family and friends. | am very excited
(o} start off a new year with the youth! Since school has started up
again, that means the youth does too!!!!!!l W.N.A. will resume January
6th. Remember, itis from 5:30 p.m. fi 6:45 p.m. Please bring your
friends to join us in food, soda, Bible study and GAMES!!!!
T.I.T.A.N.S. will resume the same night. It is right after confirmation
from 8 pm A 9 pm You can bring friends too!

Be sure to check out the youth bulletin board for upcoming events. If you have any plays,

‘ t
All youth:

games, or other events that you would like myself and Sam to attend, please be sure to let us know the time,

place, and who we are watching. There is a calendar on the board you can write this information down, or

else, you can email me at YouthDirector@bethlehemlutheranfargo.org.

Check out the church website é www.bethlehemlutheranf
thoughts of the day, and we have a blog spot! You can also join our facebook group,  The Official Bethlehem

Lutheran Youth Group.

Love in Christ,

Jelsa Flatland
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church Staff

Pastor of Bethlehem

Associate Pastor of Life & Faith
Visitation Pastor

Office Manager

Part-time Secretary & Tidings
Custodians

Treasurer/Organist

Youth Director

Assistant Youth Director

Tim Stoa

Josh Schunk

Sonja Kjar

Elaine Scheer
Sonja Lougheed
Deb & Jim Belcourt
Judy Coughlin

Jelsa Flatland

Sam Livingston

Extended Staff

Missionaries: Phil & June Nelson
Cameroon and Central African
Republic

Worship Schedule

Sunday Worship - 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.
Holy Communion Every Sunday
Sunday School at 9:00 and 10:30 am
Office - 235-6522
Warm Line - 235-6548
Website - www.bethlehemlutheranfargo.org

Fax Line - 235-6941
Website - www.bethlehemlutheranfargo.org

Music Coordinator Sonja Myhre
Senior Choir Director Dale A. Lammi
Youth Choir Director Lexy Steinle
Bell Choir Director Alexander Chubaty
Senior Choir Accompanist Nora Hyde
Youth Choir Accompanist Alvina Deyle
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