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      Bethlehem Tidings 
Inside this issue:  

Sunday, February 7 

Communion at Both Services 
9:00 am  Traditional Worship 
9:00 & 10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary Worship 
 

Sunday, February 14 

No Sunday School 
9:00 am  Traditional Worship 
10:00 am  Communion in the Chapel 
10:30 am  Contemporary Worship 
3:00 pm  Bell Choir Fundraiser 
 

Sunday, February 21 
9:00 am  Traditional Worship 
9:00 & 10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Communion in the Chapel 
10:30 am  Contemporary Worship 
 

Sunday, February 28 

9:00 am  Traditional Worship 
9:00 & 10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Communion in the Chapel 
10:30 am  Contemporary Worship 

P. T.’s (very) Random Thoughts 
“Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will say, rejoice.” 

 

Stewardship Thought: 

William Borden was heir to the Borden Dairy fortune.  Life was full of possibilities 

for him and the world was his to discover.  When he entered college he wrote two 

words in his Bible, ñNo Reserves.ò  At Yale College, young William Borden be-

came involved in a campus spiritual renewal.  Upon graduation from Yale, he en-

tered Princeton for theological studies, which prepared him for missionary work.  In 
seminary he entered two more words in his Bible, ñNo Retreats.ò  Finally, as Mr. 

Borden entered the Mission field in Egypt, he wrote two more words, ñNo Regrets.ò 

 

No Reserves. No Retreats. No Regrets.  These words reminded Mr. Borden of the 

Apostle Paulôs message where Paul states, ñYou will be made rich in every way so 

that you can be generous on every occasion.ò (II Cor. 9.11a) 

 

So what principles of stewardship can we learn from this? 

Give with a purpose in mind. 

Being a blessing to others is a delight. 

Giving is measured in quality and well as quantity. 

Can we say that stewardship is a matter of the heart? 
 The Giving Church by Kirk Lowery 

 

Our Lenten Journey: 

It is that time of the Church Season again, Lent.  We begin our Lenten journey on 

February 17 with our Ash Wednesday worship.  This is a time for the Imposition of 

Ashes and Holy Communion.  Our study theme for this Lenten Season is The Marks 

of Discipleship. 

 

 Date Theme 

 February 17 Confession and Forgiveness P.T. 
 February 24 Pray Regularly P. J. 

 March 3 Read the Bible Regularly P. S. 

 March 10 Worship Regularly P. T. 

 March 17 Give Regularly P. J. 

 March. 24 Serve Regularly P. S. 

 

Again, some of us will use Lent to become more disciplined in our lives.  We might 

ñgive something up,ò which hasnôt always been successful for me.  (I would just 

over indulge on Sundays, which are not a part of Lent.)  So I choose instead to look 

for a book(s) that I would not normally read but would be good for me to read.  I am 

still looking, but ñThe Beginning of all Things. Science and Religionò by Hans 
Kung, is one book that I am considering. 

 

What could you add that would be a good discipline this Lent? 

 

A Thought: 

There are two ways to be rich.  One is to have a lot of money.  The other is to have 

few needs. 

Bethlehemôs Mission Statement 
 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church is a faith community that gathers to hear, teach and share the Gospel. 



From the Associate Pastor:  
 

 

Friends in Christ, 

 

Greetings to each and every one of you from God our loving heavenly Father and our living Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ. Amen. I hope this newsletter finds all of you well as we enjoy (as I write this in my office in 

mid-January) some warmer weather knowing that it could still get cold in what my extended family calls the 

ñmini-tundra.ò 

 

February is a special month in the Schunk household. When the month of February approaches, we are re-

minded on an almost daily basis that soon our daughterôs birthday will be here. Each time she reminds us that 

her birthday is going to be here, the list of gifts that she would like to receive gets longer and longer! 

 

February is also special for those of us who call ourselves Christians. February is traditionally the month in 

which we celebrate the gift of love. As we make our way through the shopping centers during this month, we 

are constantly reminded that we should show love for a special someone in our lives by buying him or her a 

box of candy, a pretty card, some flowers, a new gadget (my wife knows what I likeé), or some other mate-

rial expression of how we feel about that person. 

 

It is important for us to show our love and appreciation for these special people in our lives. After all, they 

often show their love and appreciation for us in many and various ways throughout the year. Valentineôs Day 

is a special time for us to show them our love as well. 

 

But, Valentineôs Day is not the only time that we should show our love for other people, and even though we 

have a special love for those special people in our lives, we should be willing to give and to show love to 

other people each and every day of the year. After all, isnôt this what Jesus is saying when he says, ñLove 

your neighbor as yourself.ò Jesus is telling us to go out of our way to let people know that they are loved and 

appreciated. 

 

Why do we do this? For many of us, it is difficult to tell and to show other people that we love them. We love 

others because God first loved us. When God named us and claimed us in our baptism, God committed Godôs 

unconditional love. God promised that there was nothing in this world that we could ever do that would cause 

God to stop loving us. God showed this unconditional love by sending Jesus into the world to live, to suffer, 

to die, and to rise, for each and every one of us. 

 

That is an amazing model and example of love. Even when we do not live up to being the people God has 

created and re-created us to be, God does not abandon us or stop loving us. Instead, God invites us to confess 

our sins and our failures knowing that God forgives us and will continue to love us. 

 

Our challenge is to live our lives as a faithful response to what God has done for us in the person of Jesus 

Christ and to give unconditional forgiveness and love to other people. Maybe, this month, we could take the 

chance we have been given by God to show our love to someone who has not experienced it. Maybe, we 

could find someone who needs to be shown what it means to receive unconditional love not only from us but 

also from God. 

 

Just a thoughté 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Josh 
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Library  
New Books  

 

Service Group  
 

The service group consists of 

names who will be called to 

provide food for  funerals and 

other special occasions. 
 

Sometimes the names may be 

on the list for more than one 

month - that is because there 

has not been a need to use the 

group during the month.  You 

will not be called for a dona-

tion more than one time while 

your name is on the list.  The   

alphabetical listing for the 

month is: 

BARTA ð  

COUGHLIN 

Chairperson: 

Loretta Olafson - 293-4881 

ñA Case for Godò 
by Karen Armstrong 

 

ñThrough the Narrow Gateò 
by Karen Armstrong 

This is her biography.  She is a former nun. 

 

ñA Quilterôs Holidayò 
by Jennifer Chiaverini 

 

The day after Thanksgiving marks the start of quilting for the Elm Creek Quilters to gather at 

Elm Creek Manor. 

 

Master Quilter Sylvia Bergstrom Compson Cooper is eager to revive a cherished family tradi-

tion.  At the recent remodeling of the manorôs kitchen a cornucopia was found that once 
served as a centerpiece of the Bergstrom familyôs holiday table.  Each Bergstrom would place 

an object that symbolized something he or she was especially thankful for that year. 

 

On this quilterôs holiday Sylvia has invited her friends to continue the tradition by sewing 

quilt blocks that represent their thankfulness and gratitude. 

 

Another interesting story by the author.  The Elm Creek Quilters books are classic! 

 

 

      Lucille Konen, Library 

Youth Warm Line  
 

Did you know Bethlehem Lu-

theran now has two warm line 
devotional messages?  If you 

call the warm line number, 235

-6548, you have a choice be-

tween listening to the adult 

message or the youth message.  

The adult and youth messages 

are updated each day. 

Quilting  
 

Quilting will be held on Febru-

ary 3, 10, 17, and 24, from 
9:00 a.m.-noon. 

 

If you are looking for a new 

activity and good fellowship, 

check us out! 

Church Board Updates  
 

Please check with your Board 

Director for meeting dates and 
times.  Parish Planning Coun-

cil will meet February 11, 

2010, at 8:00 p.m. 

Fundraiser  
 

Mark your calendars now for a great afternoon of music and fun ð and dessert! 

 
What:  Fundraiser for the music at Bethlehem ð handbells and additional organ pipes 

 

Date:  February 14, 2010 

 

Time:  3:00 p.m. 

 

Location:  Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

 

Featuring:  Bell, Youth, and Senior Choirs; In His Name; various soloists and ensembles 

 

Master of Ceremonies:  Mr. Dale Lammi, Senior Choir Director 

 
Sponsored by:  Worship Board of Bethlehem Lutheran 

 

A free-will offering will be taken, with 10% of money received to go to Lutheran Disaster 

Fund for Haiti. 

 

Keep on the lookout for more details of the afternoon. 
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The 

annual 

 

 

 
 

 

    
 

Lois:  
Tuesday, February 9, 9:30 a.m. 
Hostess:  Joan Indvik 

             3431 28th St SW, Fargo 

Chairwoman:  Marlys Oak - 364-0310 

Naomi:  
Monday, February 15, 9:30 a.m. 

Hostess:  Arlene Johnson, 

              1616 1st Ave S, Fargo 

Chairwoman:  Arlene Johnson 

   232-9483 

Sarah:  
Wednesday, February 17, 1:30 p.m. at 

church. 

Chairwoman:  Erma Hendrickson 

                                   284-0451 

Mary:  
Thursday, February 25, 7:00 p.m. in the 
Fireside Room. 

Hostess:  Irene Sayler 

Chairwoman: Barb Johnson - 237-9878 

Elizabeth:  
Tuesday, February 16, 7:00 p.m. in the 

Fireside Room 

Hostess:  Noreen Halvorson 

Chairwoman:  Marvis Landburg;  

                                                235-7183 
 

Circle Bible Studies  
Reminder  

 

The Circle Bible studies, ñTo Godôs 

Beloved:  Paulôs Letter to the Ro-

mans,ò are from The Lutheran Woman 

Today Magazine.  Renew your sub-

scription today if you have not done so.  

To subscribe, call Augsburg Fortress, 1

-800-328-4648, or e-mail subscrip-

tions@augsburgfortress.org. Each 

month an extra copy is put in the   Li-

brary and in the Fireside Room.  Please 

return them when you are finished so 
someone else can use them during the 

month. 

 

The cost is $12.00 for ten issues. 

 

Individuals are welcome to attend any 

circle group. 

Thank You  
 

We thank you for the Christmas and New Year Gifts given to us.  You are appreci-

ated very much. 
 

Your kindness will never be forgotten.  Thank you very much.  May almighty God 

bless you all.  ð the Oladunjoye family 

 

Communion Servers  
 

A sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board by the church office for each month.  Please 

sign up if you would like to help serve Communion for a Sunday service.  Thank 

you to everyone who is willing to help in this capacity. 

 

Blood Pressure Checks  
 

will be given the first Sunday of every month in the Church Library, from 8:30 a.m. 
- 10:30 a.m., except when a holiday weekend is involved. 

 

UPCs & Box Tops for  
Education for Oak Grove!  

 

 Thank you to everyone who brought labels for Oak Grove.  They can only use the 

UPCs and the colorful little boxtops for Education.  The UPCs start with the num-

bers 51000 ð 230 labels were collected for a total of 31,362. 

C I R C L E S  
A Message from Pastor Sonja Kjar  

 

Wherever persons live and experience the challenges of daily life, their beliefs and 

values are important in their coping.  Whether it is dealing with a health crisis or a 

chronic health condition; long-winter blues; or the stresses that are a natural part of 

raising children or caring for your aging parents.  Life is full of all kinds of wonder-
ful and stressful events. 

 

One important component of coping is the search for meaning in our lives.  People 

cope with illness and other challenges they face in many varied ways.  One impor-

tant means is coping by nurturing that which is most meaningful to you about your 

faith.  How do you nurture your faith?  Through attending worship, prayer/

meditation, reflection, music, reading, writing, serving, positively connecting with 

loved ones?  Each of us has different ways of nurturing our faith.  This can change 

throughout life, and may depend on the circumstances we are experiencing in life. 

 

During these winter months, may you find ways to intentionally cultivate and care 
for your faith.  Faith is a gift from God, but we are called to tend it. 

Lenten Supper Themes  
 

Join us for Lenten potluck suppers in Fellowship Hall each Wednesday during Lent, 

beginning Ash Wednesday, February 17, at 6:00 p.m.  The themes for this yearôs 

suppers are: 

 
February 17 Scandinavian February 24 American 

March 3 Mexican March 10 German 

March 17 Italian March 24 Oriental 

wvwvwvwvwvwvwvwvwvwv 



Bulletins  
 

If you would like to give bulletins in 

honor or memory of someone on a par-
ticular Sunday, there is a sign-up calen-

dar on the bulletin board by the office. 

 
Bulletin Slots Available  

 

Open slots for February bulletins are 
February 7.  Open slots for childrenôs 

bulletins are February 7 and 14.  There 

are no open bulletin slots for March. 
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  FROM THE CHURCH RECORDS 

Memorials Received  
Thank you to everyone who gave me-

morials to Bethlehem Lutheran Church. 

Bulletins  
  In memory of Dorothy Andersen, 

given by Virgil Andersen. 

  In memory of loved ones, given by 

W.I. and LaVerne Pfeiffer. 
 

Parking Lot  
  In memory of Jim Duncan, given by 
Hisako Duncan. 

  In memory of Adeline & Eugene Les-

lie, given by Elaine Buen. 
 

Bells  
  In memory of Loren Smith, given by 

James and Rachel Kupfer. 

  In memory of Doris Graff, given by 

Adeline Hjelmstad. 

  In memory of Larry Kline, given by 

Ray & Karen Johnson. 

  In memory of Paul Johnson, given by 
Ray & Karen Johnson. 

  In memory of Bea Moll, given by Ray 

& Karen Johnson. 
 

Roof Fund  
  In memory of Inez Johnson and Arden 

Maloney, given by Maxine Hanson. 

  In memory of Bernice Grundyson, 

given by Corrine Lamb, Jim & Linda 

Wilkie, Linda Smith. 

  In memory of Andersen Family Mem-

bers, given by Virgil Andersen. 
  In memory of Paul Johnson, given by 

Darlene Halvorson, Don & Margaret 

Sandsmark, Rodger  & Dallas 

Christiansen. 
 

Debt Reduction  
  In memory of Dale Moen, given by 

Richard & Bunny Workin. 
 

Emergency Fund  
  In memory of Clarice Jahr, given by 

Glenn & Solveig Edwardson. 
 

Heat for a Day  
  Given by Virgil Andersen. 
 

Organ Fund  
  In memory of Paul Johnson, given by 

Ed & Gladys Brewer. 
 

General Fund  
  In memory of Marlene Daul, given by 

Duane & Eunice Johnson. 

Communing the Baptized  
 

All who are baptized are welcome to 

participate in Holy Communion.  Does 
your child show interest in receiving 

Communion? 

 

Even if he/she is younger than 10 years 

of age, they are welcome to participate 

at the Lordôs Table.  We offer early 

Communion preparation for baptized 

persons younger than 10 years of age 

and their families.  If you and your 

child are interested in such a conversa-

tion, please contact Pastor Tim or Pas-

tor Josh.  They would be happy to 
schedule a time to speak with you! 

Change of Address  
 

Charles & Sue Petry 

19591 N Rim Dr 
Surprise, AZ 85374 

BLC Loan Balances (as of 12/31/09)  
 

 Balance Mortgage I 304,051.80 

 Balance Mortgage II 47,220.32 

 Borrowed from Savings 15,000.00 

 Sweep (Operating Loan) Balance 91,022.67 
 

 Total 457,294.79 

Baptisms  
 

1/17/10 ð Liam Michael Dunlap, son 

of Sean Dunlap and Heather Nese-

meier.  Sponsors:  Justin McCullough 

and Robert and Stephanie Spry. 
 

1/17/10 ð Declan Joseph Thiry, son of 

Anthony and Sonya Thiry.  Sponsors:  
Kristen Kelly, John Ackerman, 

Amanda Jensen, Damien Jensen, Dan-

ielle Thiry. 
 

1/31/10 ð Elise Christine Cooper, 

daughter of Michael and Chrystal Coo-

per.  Sponsors:  Matt Cooper and Brit-

tani Myhre. 

Marriages  
 

1/2/10 ð Adam Lance Erickson and 

Ashley Marie Strand. 

Library  
  In memory of Adeline & Eugene Les-

lie and Parnel & Marion Uglem, given 
by Margaret Kvant. 



 Youth News!!!  

 February is here!!!! A month during which God reminds us to love one another in the way he 

loves us: unconditionally and without judgment. It feels awesome to know that we are loved in such an 

amazing way through all of our rocky times in life. 

 All youth : 

 - Feel free to email me at any time, for anythingé. YouthDirector@bethlehemlutheranfargo.org 

 -W.N.A. has resumed. Dates this month are Feb. 3rd and Feb. 10th. 

 -T.I.T.A.N.S. will be held Feb. 3rd and Feb. 10th as well. 

 -T.I.T.A.N.S. and God Squad Ski trip to Buena Vista Ski Area in Bemidji, MN will be February 

27th. If you are interested, see the youth bulletin board. You need to hand in a health form, registration 

form, and a check (or note that states you want to use money from your youth account) to me NO 

LATER THAN FEB. 21st!  You are allowed to bring one friend. In order for this trip to happen, we need at 

least 5 of our own Bethlehem youth attending the trip. If you have any questions, please email me.  

 -ASH WEDNESDAY  is FEB. 17 th. This means Lenten potluck dinners are Wednesday nights 

from 5:30pm-7pm in the fellowship hall. The theme for Ash Wednesday is Scandinavian. Sign-up sheets 

for all Lenten suppers are on the youth bulletin board. Any youth who work will earn part of the profit and 

it will be put in their youth account. 

  

Check out our church websiteé.. www.bethlehemlutheranfargo.org We post events, random 

thoughts of the day, and we have a blog spot! You can also join our facebook group The Official Bethle-

hem Lutheran Youth Group. 

  

  

Love in Christ, 

 

 

Jelsa Flatland 

 

mailto:YouthDirector@bethlehemluterhanfargo.org
http://www.bethlehemlutheranfargo.org/


 
 
Who?: 10th-12th graders and friends! 

 

When?: Saturday, February 27, 2010  

 

Where?: Buena Vista Ski Area in Bemidji, MN 

 

What?: Skiing, snowboarding, tubing, and having fun! 

 

Cost?: Rental information as follows: 

   Ski Package: $15.00 

   Snowboard/Ski Package: $25.00 

   Tubing all day: $20.00 

   2-hour Tubing session: $10.00 

   Lift Ticket: $20.00 

**If you are a member of the youth program or an active youth in the program, the Youth 

Board will pay $20 of the costéwhich means the lift ticket. 

 

Remember you may have money in your youth account that can help cover some of the costs. 

Talk to Jelsa or Pastor Josh to see if you do! 

 

We need a MINIMUM of 5 Bethlehem youth to take on this trip. If there are less than 5, the 

trip will be cancelled. 

 
Any questions, please email Jelsa at youthdirector@bethlehemlutheranfargo.org 

 

   

mailto:youthdirector@bethlehemlutheranfargo.org
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Worship Schedule  
 

Sunday Worship - 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. 

Holy Communion Every Sunday 
Sunday School at 9:00 and 10:30 am 

Office - 235-6522 

Warm Line - 235-6548 

Fax Line - 235-6941 
Website - www.bethlehemlutheranfargo.org 

 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church Staff  

 

Pastor of Bethlehem Tim Stoa 

Associate Pastor of Life & Faith Josh Schunk 

Visitation Pastor Sonja Kjar 
Office Manager Elaine Scheer 

Part-time Secretary & Tidings Sonja Lougheed 

Custodians Deb & Jim Belcourt 

Treasurer/Organist Judy Coughlin 
Youth Director Jelsa Flatland 

Assistant Youth Director Sam Livingston 

Music Coordinator Sonja Myhre 
Senior Choir Director Dale A. Lammi 

Youth Choir Director Lexy Steinle 

Bell Choir Director Alexander Chubaty 
Senior Choir Accompanist Nora Hyde 

Youth Choir Accompanist Alvina Deyle 
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Extended Staff  

 

Missionaries: Phil & June Nelson 

 Cameroon and Central African 

 Republic  


