Explanation of Imposition of Ashes Tradition

Ashes, in a Christian context, suggest judgment and God’s
condemnation of sin; we are dependent upon God for life. We are
reminded forcefully of the words of the committal in the burial service
“...earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust.” For one day those
words will be said over us.

But, ashes suggest cleansing and renewal. They were once used as a
cleansing agent in the absence of soap, and on Ash Wednesday the
ashes have sometimes been understood as a penitential substitute for
water as a sign of Baptism. (And Baptism is a primary emphasis of
Lent.) Water both stifles and refreshes, drowns and makes alive; so
the ashes also tell of both death and renewal.

A further example of death and renewal shown by ashes is the ancient
custom of burning the fields in the spring to destroy the old and to
prepare for the new.
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Ash Wednesday p- 251

Prelude fiShall We Gat hear. by PatritichHarrisRi v er
(Please Gather in Silence)

Hymn AOur Father, We HawW@6EMEnder e

Invocation  P:  We worship this Ash Wednesday in the name of the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
C: Create in me a clean heart, O Lord my God.

Prayer of the Day (Unison) Almighty God to whom all hearts are
open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid; Cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that
we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Special Music iwWe Are Travol eSeniorcChoira Jot
by Craig Courtney

Psalm 103:8-13 (read responsively)

Lord, you are full of compassion and mercy, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love;

you will not always accuse us, nor will you keep your anger
forever.

You have not dealt with us according to our sins, nor repaid us
according to our iniquities.

For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is your
steadfast love for those who fear you.

As far as the east is from the west, so far have you removed our
transgressions from us.

As a father has compassion for his children, so you have
compassion for those who fear you, O Lord.

Reading Luke 15:11-24
Sermon Pastor Tim Stoa

Offering ACommuni on Ar Franklin Ritter

Confession of Sin p. 252-253 ELW

If you feel the invitation to come forward, follow the direction of the
ushers to the two stations and receive the sign of the cross in ashes upon
your forehead.

Imposition of Ashes at Stations p. 254 ELW
Sing A0 Christ, Lamb of GdDeOELFafter

ABSOLUTION: Al mi ghty Godds mercy has gi
and, forgives us all our sins. Through the Holy Spirit God cleanses us

and gives us power to proclaim the mighty deeds of God who called us

out of darkness into the splendor of light. As a called and ordained

mi ni ster of the Church of Chri st ‘
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
HOLY COMMUNION
Words of Institution p. 255 ELW
Lorddés Prayer
Distribution
AJust As | Am, without OWMBRELW eaod

iSoftly and Tenderly JesHOSELWs Cal
AChief of Sinners Though#609 EL®e 0

THE SENDING
Blessing and Dismissal p. 255 ELW
RecessionalHymn A Go, My Chi |l dr en, #5$3iEEMh My [
v.2
Postlude AO Wor shi p t har biKFrankjioRitter



